Bruce Medalist Profile: Hermann Carl Vogel 


Lick refractor, the world’s largest tele- 
scope. Within a few years W.W. Campbell 
at Lick would begin the photographic radial 
velocity program that eclipsed all others. 
Meanwhile Vogel and his colleagues 
oversaw construction of a 32-cm (12.8- 
inch) refractor designed specifically for 
photography. Besides anew kind of mount, 
it featured a guiding telescope of 23.5-cm 
(9-inch) aperture with the same focal 
length. The larger telescope was used to 


produce a portion of the international astro- 
graphic catalogue, while Vogel designed a 
succession of spectrographs to use with the 
smaller one to obtain improved radial ve- 
locities of stars. 

Much of Vogel’s time was now occu- 
pied in administration and instrument plan- 
ning. In 1899 a dream came true with the 
completion of an 80-cm (31.5-inch) photo- 
graphic refractor, for which Vogel had 
designed improvements in the mounting 
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and even researched the absorption of light 
by different kinds of glass. Unfortunately, 
his health failed soon after its completion, 
and it fell to others to make good use of the 
new instrument. 

A quiet and reserved bachelor, often in 
poor health, Vogel collected insects and 
played the organ for recreation. He left his 
considerable savings to the observatory to 
endow scholarships and to enable students 
to study abroad. & 
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